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Now available
Zohydro ER® (hydrocodone bitartrate SR) is indicated for severe pain that requires daily, around-the-clock, long term opioid treatment when other medications have failed. Dosing is 1capsule every 12 hours.                                                                              AWP $ 7.02-8.58/capsule varying strengths or $ 421.20- 514.80/month

This drug has been the subject of controversy. Please see articles below.
Aveed® (testosterone undecanoate oil) is a long acting depot formulation of testosterone in castor oil and benzyl benzoate for injection. Dosing is 3 ml intramuscular given once at start of therapy, at 4 weeks, and then every 10 weeks. Aveed® was approved with a boxed warning regarding the risks of serious pulmonary-oil microembolism and anaphylaxis. This product is only available through a restricted distribution scheme to ensure that it is used only in men for whom the benefits outweigh the risks.                                                                                                                                                  AWP $ 990.00/3 ml dose
Hetlioz® (tasimelteon) is a melatonin receptor agonist that is indicated for the treatment of non-24 hours sleep-wake disorder in patient that are completely blind and have difficulties falling asleep. Dosing is 20 mg every night at the same time.                     AWP $ 280.77/tablet or $ 8423.10 per month

Orenitram® (treprostinil diolamine) is a tricyclic benzidine analog of epoprostenol indicated for patient with pulmonary arterial hypertension. Dosing is 0.25 mg twice daily with food, titrated up to an average dose of 4.2 twice daily.                                          AWP $ 11.70/ 0.25mg tablet and 117.00/2.5 mg tablet                                             Average adult dose AWP per month $ 12,636.00
Based on Orenitram® indication and cost, we recommend restricting to a specialty pharmacy to insure proper utilization.

Oralair® (grass mixed pollen) 300 IR (index of reactivity) is a mixed grass pollens extract used as an oral immunotherapy for allergic rhinitis induced by certain grass pollens in people ages 10 thru 65. Dosing is one tablet under the tongue daily. The first dose is given in a healthcare setting where acute allergic reactions can be treated with epinephrine if they occur. It is recommended that patients have an auto-injectable epinephrine available.                                                                                                       AWP $ 12.00/tablet or $ 360.00 per month
Grastek (timothy grass pollen) is a pollen extract used as oral immunotherapy for allergic rhinitis induced by timothy grass for ages 5 thru 65. Dosing is one tablet under the tongue daily. The first dose is given in a healthcare setting where acute allergic reactions can be treated with epinephrine if they occur. It is recommended that patients have an auto-injectable epinephrine available.                                                                                        AWP $ 9.90/tablet or $ 297.00 per month

** Note: Oralair and Grastek are allergy extract products- if the plan doesn’t cover allergens, then these would not be covered medications due to the benefit design.**

Varithena (polidocanol) is an injectable foam that is a sclerosing agent used for the treatment of variscose veins. Dosing varies on size of veins to be treated.                                    AWP $ 3834.00/45 ml dose
Based on Varithena® indication and cost, we recommend restricting to a specialty pharmacy to insure proper utilization.

Myalept® (metreleptin) is a recombinant human leptin analog which is indicated for treatment of complications due to leptin deficiency in patients with congenital or acquired generalized lipodystrophy. Generalized lipodystrophy is a condition associated with a lack of fat tissue. Patients with congenital generalized lipodystrophy are born with little or no fat tissue. Patients with acquired generalized lipodystrophy generally lose fat tissue over time. Because the hormone leptin is made by fat tissue, patients with generalized lipodystrophy have very low leptin levels. Leptin regulates food intake and other hormones, such as insulin. Dosing is based on the sex of the patient. Males received 2.5 mg/day injection, where females are dosed at 5 mg/day injections.         AWP $ 1766.40/ syringe or $ 17,664.00 per month 
Based on Myalept® indication and cost, we recommend restricting to a specialty pharmacy to insure proper utilization.

New generics available:
· telmisartan/HCTZ generic for Micardis HCT® indicated for high blood pressure

· atovaquone susp generic for Mepron® susp indicated for treatment of PCP
· paricalcitol generic for Zemplar® indicated for hyperparathyroidism
· calcipotrien oint /betameth generic for Taclonex® indicated for psoriasis
· omega-3-acid generic for Lovaza® indicated for hypertrilyceridemia
· adapalene gel 0.3%  generic for Differin® 0.3% gel

· nevirapine ER generic for Viramune XR®
· capecitabine generic for Xeloda® indicated for various cancers
· eszopiclone generic for Lunesta® indicated for sleep
New Dosage Form

Kuvan Powder 100 mg indicated for treatment of hyperphenylalaninemia
Vancomycin oral solution  25MG/ML indicated for pseudomembranous colitis caused by C. difficile
Noxafil injection 300 mg indicated for treatment of fungal infection
Recap of Hepatitis C treatments and costs
	Normal Duration of Treatments:
	
	

	Medication
	 
	Normal Duration
	 

	Peg Interferon plus Ribavrin
	48 Weeks
	 

	Peg Interferon plus Ribavirin & Incivek
	Incivek X 12 weeks/ Peg Riba X 24 weeks

	Peg Interferon plus Ribavirin & Sovaldi
	Sovaldi X 12 weeks/Peg Riba X 24 weeks

	Peg Interferon plus Ribavirin & Victrelis
	Victrelis X 24 weeks/Peg Riba X 48 weeks

	Ribavirin plus Sovaldi
	Ribavirin and Sovaldi  X12 weeks

	
	

	Medication
	AWP/Month

	Peg Interferons
	 $      3,702.10 

	Ribavirins
	 $         422.00 

	Incivek
	 $   26,462.04 

	Sovaldi
	 $   33,600.00 

	Victrelis
	 $      8,024.06 

	
	

	Estimated Total Cost of Therapy using Durations Above:

	Combination
	 
	Estimated Total Cost

	Peg Interferon plus Ribavrin
	 $                               49,489.20 

	Peg Interferon plus Ribavirin & Incivek
	 $                            128,875.32 

	Peg Interferon plus Ribavirin & Sovaldi
	 $                            150,289.20 

	Peg Interferon plus Ribavirin & Victrelis
	 $                            97,633.56 

	Ribavirin & Sovaldi
	 
	 $                            102,066.00 


In the News

States Revolt Against Controversial New Painkiller Zohydro®

State officials around the country are rebelling over a powerful new painkiller that law enforcement and public health authorities fear could worsen the nation's deadly scourge of heroin and prescription drug abuse.

Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin announced an emergency order that would make it harder for doctors to prescribe Zohydro®, an extended-release drug that contains up to five times the amount of narcotic hydrocodone previously available in pills.

Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick went even further, ordering an outright ban on prescribing and dispensing Zohydro® until it is marketed in a form that is difficult to abuse.

The Food and Drug Administration approved Zohydro® last fall, and it hit the market last month. Some public health authorities say abusers can too easily crush the pills and then snort or inject the drug.

"It's not like we don't have painkillers in America," Shumlin said. "We're just saying, 'Hey, we understand we don't control the FDA, but we do have some influence in Vermont.'"

Prescription drug abuse is the nation's fastest-growing drug problem, with more than 4.5 million Americans abusing pain relievers, according to a 2013 Drug Enforcement Administration report.

Law enforcement and public health officials say that for many people, prescription painkiller abuse can pave the way to heroin addiction. In January, Shumlin devoted the bulk of his State of the State address to Vermont's "full-blown heroin crisis."
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Bottom of Form

The backlash against Zohydro® has been growing since the FDA approved the drug against the recommendation of an internal advisory committee.

Late last year, 28 state attorneys general signed a letter asking the FDA to revoke the drug's approval or require the manufacturer to reformulate the drug to make it harder to crush.

Also, Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., and Rep. Stephen Lynch, D-Mass., introduced legislation that would compel the FDA to withdraw the drug.

San Diego-based Zogenix, which makes Zohydro®, said the drug is no more potent, per milligram, than other hydrocodone medications. The company also said that it set up a board of experts to guard against abuse and that its sales representatives are not being paid based on volume, but rather on their efforts to ensure prescribers, pharmacists and patients understand the medication's risks and benefits.

The FDA said Zohydro® meets its standards and provides an important option for patients with chronic pain. The agency, which in 2010 approved a crush-resistant version of OxyContin® to discourage abuse, said abuse-deterring formulations of Zohydro® are in the early stages of development.

Shumlin said he chose strict regulation over an outright ban, at least in part to avoid what could be expensive litigation. Vermont's emergency rule to prescribe Zohydro® includes requirements that prescribers conduct a thorough medical evaluation and risk assessment.                                                                                                         Huffpost 4/4/14[image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16][image: image17][image: image18][image: image19][image: image20][image: image21][image: image22][image: image23][image: image24]
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